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Big News on

Broadway

VA HEN RUMORS

( / swirled not long
ago that a musical
based on Donald Trump’s
The Apprentice might be
hitting Broadway, the death

of theater seemed assured.

But this month three new
shows debut that restore
our faith in the Great White
‘Way and provide the perfect
excuse to visit New York
City. At the Hilton Theatre,
Alain Boublil and Claude-
Michel Schénberg— the
Tony-winning composers
behind Les Misérables and
Miss Saigon— contribute the
score to The Pirate Queen,

a baroque new musical
about Grace O’Malley,
swashbuckling seafarer of
16th-century Ireland
(previews begin March 6).

..And While
Youre There

WHERE TO STAY

M Forgo the chaos of the theater
district in favor of downtown
lodging and a taste of the good
life at the newly renovated
Gramercy Park Hotel (right),
hotelier lan Schrager’s latest
venture. The bold redo of the
82-year-old grande dame begat
185 colorful rooms flush with
glamorous furniture, and a lobby/
gallery showing Warhol, Basquiat,
Twombly, and Schnabel. (From
$525 per night; 212-920-3300.)
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Plummer and Brian m_
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Tony winners) as

opposing attorneys in

the historic Scopes trial,
debating schools’ right

to teach evolution (previews
begin March 20). And at

the Booth Theatre, legendary
actress and Tony (and Oscar,
and Emmy) winner Vanessa
Redgrave headlines The Year
of Magical Thinking, a one-
woman show based on Joan

the big city, stay at the Abingdon
Guest House, a handsome inn in
the West Village—just around the
corner from the iibertrendy
meatpacking district. (From $200
per night; 212-243-5384.)

Didion’s National Book
Award-winning memoir of
the same name (previews
begin March 6). Expect
Redgrave to be shattered but
composed as Didion, the
brilliant writer who —after

WHERE TO EAT

[l Take sides in the battle of

the exes: Restaurateurs Keith
McNally and Lynn Wagenknecht,
formerly married, have both
opened new hot spots that
promise great people-watching
and even better food. McNally’s
Morandi (212-627-7575) offers
Italian fare in a rustic setting,
while Wagenknecht'’s Cafe Cluny
(212-255-6900) specializes in
French-inspired food in a formal
dining room.

WHAT (ELSE) TO DO

M The Metropolitan Museum of
Art’s Barcelona and Modernity:
Gaudi to Dali, opening March 7,

losing her husband and
seeing her daughter fall
gravely ill—creates a
cathartic new idiom for the
pain of living on after loss.
For tickets to all shows, go
to telecharge.com. —R.B.

is the most comprehensive
collection of work from Spanish
art’s largely unexamined Catalan
Renaissance.

M Spend a day shopping in
Harlem. Start at The Brownstone,
a turn-of-the-century house selling
clothing and accessories from
more than 35 African-American
designers. Then head over to

N, an airy boutique with the latest
looks by Tracy Reese and

Nicole Miller. Grab lunch at former
model Norma Jean Darden'’s

Miss Mamie’s Spoonbread Too,

for spot-on Southern soul food,
and duck into Make My Cake

for a slice of the decadent red
velvet. —R.B.

IF YOU
HAVE
ONLY...

./ promotion to help the ubiquitous coffee chain on its path to world caffeination.

<"\ 15 minutes (on March 15): Stop in at your local Starbucks between 10 A.M. and noon for a free tall cup o’joe, part of a spring
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: ILLUSTRATION, HAISAM HUSSEIN. JOAN MARRUS, 2006. COURTESY OF GRAMERCY PARK HOTEL.



